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with  the Egyptian Queen, 'What   says the married
woman ?'l

A more cruel practice than that of reporting the
gusts of ill-humour to which each party occasionally
gave vent towards the other, consisted in confidential
communications to the Princess sometimes bearing the
character of messages from the Prince, calculated to
excite her hopes of a change in his feeling towards her ;
the effect upon her being such as to prove to the by-
standers how much mortified feeling lay at the root of
the bitterness, necessarily increased by the disappoint-
ment too surely following on every ray of hope.

The Princess had formed a strong wish to become
possessor of Lord Downshire's villa at Roehampton, and
was actually in treaty for it, when she was informed
that the scheme, as ' displeasing at Windsor,' must be
dropped, 'Last night Jack Payne returned from.
Windsor, where the Prince has been, and is to be for
some time ; he brought the unqualified declaration that
the Princess must not approach that neighbourhood.
Indeed, the Prince did so far qualify it as to say : " As-
sure the Princess it is not my fault." The Princess bore
the disappointment with great good humour, though
her first observation was, " Whenever I am treated in
this manner it is satisfaction to my conscience. It
proves -that I have not injured the Queen and the
Prince in anything I have been provoked to say of

1 Many years later, the Princess, then living at Kensington Palace,
eaid to Mr. Hugh Elliot, -who was sitting by her at dinner, that * the only
faux pas she had ever committed was her marriage with the husband of
Mrs. Fitzherhert.'